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Capitol, Washington

FOUNDATION $TONL LAID 1793

Freshening up America’s seat of government

In March 1792. Washing-
Lon’s city fathers launched
an architectural com-
petition in an effort to pro-
vide the President with

a fitting official residence
and find a permanent
home for Congress and
Senate. They rapidly
agreed on the building that
later became known as the
White House. but none of
the plans for the scat of
government came up to
their expectations. More
than half a year after the

competition had been

launched, in fact long after
the official closing date for
entries, the committee of
jurors received the draw-
ings of an amatcur
architect by the name of
William Thornton. who
was born in the West
Tndies and had trained as a
doctor in England. His pro-
posals met with universal
acclaim. The selectors
were particularly im-
pressed that this concept
was both sulficiently
imposing and essentially

uncomplicated, as befitted
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I'resident George
Washington laying the
foundation stone on
September 18, 1793
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